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Executive summary 
On 30 April 2020, at 9:00 AM EDT, IRCC is increasing 
the processing fees for foreign nationals seeking to 
become permanent residents. 

Permanent resident processing fees for economic class 
applications will increase as follows: 

• Fees for principal applicants of the Economic 
business class (including self-employed, start-up 
visa, Quebec investor, Quebec entrepreneur, and 
Quebec self-employed) will increase from $1,050 
to $1,575 (an increase of 50%);  

• Fees for principal applicants of other Economic 
processing classes (for example, Skilled Worker 
or Canada Experience categories) will go from 
$550 to $825 (an increase of 50%). This increase 
will not apply to fees for principal applicants and 
their families in the Caregivers programs, which 
will remain unchanged;  

• Fees for spouses or common-law partners of all 
Economic classes will go from $550 to $825 (an 
increase of 50%);  

• Fees for dependent children of all Economic 
classes will go from $150 to $225 (an increase of 
50%); and 

• The right of permanent resident fee will increase 
from $490 to $500 (an increase of 2%). 

Immigration Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) processing fees 
increase for Permanent Residency applications 
 
 Completed applications received before 09:00 am EDT 

on 30 April 2020, will be processed in accordance with 
the fee schedule in place prior to 30 April 2020.  

Applications received on or after this date and time, will 
be processed in accordance with the new fee schedule. 
Evidence of the correct fee payment will need to be 
included in any application for a permanent resident 
program submitted to IRCC. 

IRCC states that as the number of permanent residency 
applications and admissions grow, so do costs and 
expenses. Further, as Permanent Residency fees have 
not increased since 2002, IRCC claims that these fees 
are no longer commensurate with the total cost of 
managing and implementing permanent residence 
programs. IRCC also claims that as a result of inflation 
over the past 18 years, fees have lost 34% of their value 
and total fees collected from Permanent Resident 
applicants now cover roughly 35% of the total costs of 
services provided.  

Fees are expected to increase again in 2022, in 
accordance with the Consumer Price Index.   

IRCC will not increase fees for permanent resident 
cards, permanent resident travel documents and 
certification or replacement immigration documents.  

 

  

Travel restrictions 

1. Which countries are subject to the restrictions?  

Austria, Belgium, China, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Iran, Italy, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and United Kingdom. 

2. When do the restrictions take effect?  

The restrictions for China, Iran and the Schengen 
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About EY 
 
EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, 
transaction and advisory services. The 
insights and quality services we deliver help 
build trust and confidence in the capital 
markets and in economies the world over. We 
develop outstanding leaders who team to 
deliver on our promises to all of our 
stakeholders. In so doing, we play a critical 
role in building a better working world for our 
people, for our clients and for our 
communities. 
  
For more information, please visit ey.com/ca.  
  
Follow us on Twitter @EYCanada. 
  
EY refers to the global organization and may 
refer to one or more of the member firms of 
Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which 
is  
a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global 
Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, 
does not provide services to clients. For more 
information about our organization, please 
visit ey.com. 
 
About EY Law LLP 
 
EY Law LLP is a Canadian law firm, affiliated 
with Ernst & Young LLP in Canada. Both EY 
Law LLP and Ernst & Young LLP are Ontario 
limited liability partnerships. EY Law LLP has 
no association or relationship with Ernst & 
Young LLP in the US, or any of its members. 
Ernst & Young LLP in the US does not 
practice law, nor does it provide immigration 
or legal services. For more information, please 
visit EYLaw.ca. 
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This publication contains information in 
summary form, current as of the date of 
publication, and is intended for general 
guidance only. It should not be regarded as 
comprehensive or a substitute for 
professional advice. Before taking any 
particular course of action, contact EY or 
another professional advisor to discuss these 
matters in the context of your particular 
circumstances. We accept no responsibility 
for any loss or damage occasioned by your 
reliance on information contained in this 
publication.  
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