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Brazil: New import 
process set to 
go live

Insights: Americas

Approximately a decade ago, Brazil embarked 
on a transformative journey to completely adapt 
its foreign trade process through an ambitious 
comprehensive single-window approach.1 The goal 
of the single window is to simplify import procedures 
by consolidating multiple requirements into one 
integrated platform. By eliminating redundant 
processes and fostering a more transparent and 
predictable import environment, the initiative is 
expected to reduce the time and cost associated with 
importing goods into Brazil.

The Product Catalog
At the heart of the single window lies the Product 
Catalog, a comprehensive digital repository that 
contains detailed information on goods, including 
tariff classification, attributes and regulatory 
requirements. While the single window serves as a 
one-stop shop for importers to submit all required 
data and comply with regulatory and administrative 

1 Brazilian National Single Window Project, Brazil government website. Find it here

https://www.gov.br/siscomex/pt-br/arquivos-e-imagens/2021/10/brazilian-single-window.pdf
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• January to June 2025: Imports via air 
transportation and operations subject to 
administrative control — imports requiring import 
licensing and conducted using certain special 
regimes, such as drawback — are phased into the 
new import process.

• July to December 2025: Land imports and those 
carried out under the Manaus Free Trade Zone 
regime are phased into the new import process.

Recommendations for businesses
Businesses should be conscious of the timeline set 
out above. The current process, via SISCOMEX, will 
be phased out in line with these milestones. With 
that in mind, companies should start to prepare for 
the new import process and, more specifically, the 
Product Catalog, which will require them to:

• Conduct thorough data collection for imported 
goods and future imports.

• Ensure current tariff classification databases 
are updated and correct, prior to developing the 
mandatory Product Catalog and assigning the 
published attributes.

• Comply with accurate product classification per 
regulatory standards.

• Define product attributes according to 
government-provided tariff guidelines.

• Accurately submit product details to the 
Product Catalog.

• Be familiar with the new system to use 
it efficiently. 

demands, the Product Catalog provides a 
standardized database methodology that ensures 
consistency and accuracy in product identification. 
Using the Product Catalog is mandatory; if the 
Product Catalog is not used together with the 
appropriate published tax attributes for each tariff 
code, the new Single Import Declaration (known 
in Brazil as DUIMP) will not work correctly, and 
significant disruption will ensue. 

New import process
In addition to the integration of the Product Catalog, 
Brazil’s single-window initiative incorporates two 
other key features designed to further improve the 
efficiency of the import process: the Centralized 
Management of Permissions and Licenses (LPCO), 
which enables electronic submission and approval 
of various permits required by different government 
agencies, and the Centralized Payment, which 
enables importers to make payments for duties, 
taxes and fees through a single platform. 

All these components are interconnected modules 
designed to work in tandem in real time as the new 
import process. 

New import process timeline 
The timeline for implementation of the new import 
process is progressive, with phased rollouts to 
ensure a smooth transition:

• October 2024: Maritime import operations for 
consumption and under special customs regimes 
not subject to licensing to the new system should 
all be conducted under the new import process. 

For additional information, please contact:

Ian Craig
+ 55 21 3263 7362  |  ian.craig@br.ey.com

Diego Bertucci
+ 55 11 2573 6128  |  diego.bertucci@br.ey.com

Daniela Menon
+ 55 11 2573 6126  |  daniela.menon@br.ey.com

mailto:ian.craig%40br.ey.com?subject=
mailto:diego.bertucci%40br.ey.com?subject=
mailto:daniela.menon%40br.ey.com?subject=
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On 22 May 2024, the Colombian government issued Decree 659,1 which came 
into effect on 7 June 2024. It revises current customs regulations and aims to 
enhance anti-smuggling measures and bolster security at borders and points of 
entry for goods into the national territory.

This decree has sparked debate among trade associations, importers and the 
national government. The national government has emphasized the need 
to protect the country from smuggling, arguing that stricter regulations will 
allow for greater control over foreign trade operations while facilitating trade. 
However, it could also be argued that increased control could hinder the fast and 
dynamic flow of trade that some operations previously enjoyed.

The regulation introduces several changes to various articles (nearly 68 articles 
are being modified) of the current Customs Code (Decree 1165 of 2019). Below 
is a summary of the changes expected to have the most significant impact on 
foreign trade operations:

1. Advance import declaration: The most controversial change is that an import 
declaration for goods entering the country must now be made in advance and 
is mandatory in all cases. Previously, goods arriving in Colombia did not require 
an advance declaration, except for certain items such as textiles, clothing and 
footwear. Import declarations for other goods were made once they have arrived 
at a Colombian port or airport. With this change, advance import declarations 
are required for most operations. These declarations must be submitted at 
least 48 hours before the goods arrive in the national customs territory and 
must be updated once the transporter submits the unloading report, notifying 
any differences. If the declaration is submitted late, the importer may file an 
initial late declaration, which may incur a penalty ranging from 400 TVU2 to 
100% of the value of the goods. If the advance, initial or entry declaration is 
not submitted or updated within the stipulated terms, the goods will be legally 
abandoned, and they will become the property of the Customs Administration. 

Colombia: Recent amendments to customs regime

1 “Colombia | Government Decree updates customs regulations,” EY website, 31 May 2024. Find it here.

2 TVU: tax value unit. For 2024, 1 TVU is COP47.065 and approximately USD11.80.

2. Entry declaration for goods consigned to Free Trade Zones (FTZs) 
and warehouses: All goods consigned to an FTZ, an international logistics 
distribution center and certain warehouses will require an entry declaration. 
Previously, goods destined for a warehouse or FTZ only required a customs 
transit authorization, which allowed the transport of goods to a destination 
within Colombia or to a special zone. With the regulatory modification, a new 
declaration is required to indicate in advance which goods are arriving at these 
primary zones. The entry declaration applies to goods transferred to FTZs, 
international logistics distribution centers, warehouses for transformation and 
assembly, private warehouses for industrial processing, international distribution 
warehouses, and duty-free warehouses. In most cases, this declaration must be 
submitted in advance.

3. International trading companies: International trading companies (CIs, in 
Spanish) are able to issue certificates to suppliers when they purchase goods 
that are 100% national or imported from industrial users located in FTZs. This is 
a significant change, as CIs and FTZs are both mechanisms for promoting foreign 
trade, but they were not previously compatible with each other. In Colombia, 

https://www.ey.com/en_gl/tax-alerts/colombia---government-decree-updates-customs-regulations
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it could negatively impact the risk management system under which each 
foreign trade actor is profiled by the Customs Administration. This system 
assesses the risk levels associated with different actors, and any deviation 
from expected behavior could lead to a higher-risk profile, potentially resulting 
in stricter scrutiny and more stringent controls in future transactions.

• Operational contingency: The Customs Administration may declare an 
operational contingency due to events affecting logistics, public order or 
natural disasters, allowing the transfer of goods to authorized warehouses 
or FTZs. The goods will be transferred to the warehouse indicated in 
the transport document or determined by the Customs Administration 
if unspecified.

6. Validity of the decree: The decree came into effect 15 calendar days 
after its publication in the Official Gazette, i.e., on 7 June 2024. However, 
some provisions, such as those related to operations between international 
trading companies and FTZs and advance declarations, are subject to the 
implementation of Electronic Information Services, which will be certified by a 
resolution. To date, it is uncertain when this will occur.

Implications for businesses
These amendments present several issues that companies in Colombia will need 
to review to ensure compliance with the new regulations in their operations. This 
will pose a challenge, given the operational difficulties involved. Nevertheless, 
it is recommended that companies conduct new analyses of their supply chains 
to adapt accordingly. Currently, we are awaiting the regulation of the mentioned 
decree, which is expected to clarify some points. This regulation must be issued 
in resolutions that govern what is indicated in Decree 659. 

supplier certificates are issued to local suppliers that sell to a CI as proof of 
export through these companies (similar to an indirect export). Purchases by CIs 
from FTZs were not eligible for supplier certificates, as this operation was not 
considered to be an export.

4. FTZs: FTZs in Colombia are a mechanism for promoting foreign trade, as 
goods entering these zones are considered to be outside the country for import 
tax purposes. The decree modifying the customs regime includes several 
changes for operations by FTZ users:

• Most operations require an advance entry declaration (48 hours before). 
Previously, this declaration was not needed, only the authorization to 
transport goods between the port or airport and the FTZ. Now, users of FTZs 
must complete an advance entry declaration, even if the goods they receive 
belong to a third party.

• Transfers of goods between FTZs must be covered by an entry declaration and 
goods movement form and must be carried out with a security device.

• The 15-business-day period for issuing the goods movement form is clarified 
based on the form of entry. The form must record the identification details, 
date and time of entry of the means of transport. This time frame is new, as 
previously users did not have to meet a time limit.

• Exports of goods require the processing of an authorization request for 
shipment and export declarations. Previously, this was not necessary, as a 
form was sufficient to indicate that the goods would be exported from an FTZ. 
Now, this document facilitates identifying export operations in line with the 
internationalization plans presented by new users of FTZs to benefit from the 
Preferential Corporate Income Tax (20% vs. 35%) for being in an FTZ, based on 
income from export operations of goods and services.

5. New definitions: Some definitions have been added throughout the decree. 
Two of them are particularly relevant:

• Expected behavior: This refers to the conduct expected by the customs 
authority from customs users. However, failing to maintain appropriate 
behavior will not necessarily result in an immediate penalty. Nonetheless, 

For additional information, please contact:

Nicole X. Velasquez Amaya  |  + 57 1 484 7036  |  nicole.x.velasquez.amaya@co.ey.com

mailto:nicole.x.velasquez.amaya%40co.ey.com?subject=
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In the evolving landscape of global trade, the Istmo de Tehuantepec Interoceanic 
Corridor Initiative (CIIT) is a transformative project with the potential to reshape 
logistics and trade flows in the Americas.1

This ambitious initiative, championed by the Mexican government, aims to create 
a new transoceanic connection between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans through 
rail connections, positioning Mexico as a pivotal player in global supply chains.

CIIT background and objectives
The CIIT is a major infrastructure project designed to enhance trade efficiency 
and connectivity within the region. This corridor spans the narrowest part 
of Mexico, between the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, covering 
approximately 300 kilometers (about 186 miles).

The primary goal of the CIIT is to provide an alternative route to the Panama 
Canal,2 thereby alleviating congestion and offering a more efficient passage 
for global maritime trade. By connecting the ports of Coatzacoalcos on the 
Gulf of Mexico and Salina Cruz on the Pacific Ocean, the corridor facilitates the 
movement of goods between Asia, the Americas and Europe.

Mexico: The Istmo de 
Tehuantepec Interoceanic 
Corridor Initiative

1 “An energising bridge: Mexico’s CIIT Project,” 21 November 2022. Find it here.

2 “PROGRAMA Institucional del Corredor Interoceánico del Istmo de Tehuantepec 2023-2024,” Diario Oficial de la Federación 
website, 3 July 2023. Find it here.

https://theenergyyear.com/articles/an-energising-bridge-mexicos-ciit-project/
https://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5694112&fecha=03/07/2023#gsc.tab=0
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Economic and logistical benefits
The CIIT promises a range of economic and logistical benefits:

• Reduced transit times and costs: By providing a shorter and more direct 
route between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans compared to the Panama Canal, 
the CIIT is expected to cut shipping times by three to five days, leading to 
significant cost savings for shippers. This will enhance the competitiveness of 
businesses relying on transoceanic shipping.

• Economic development: The project is projected to stimulate economic 
growth in the region, generating thousands of jobs in construction, logistics, 
manufacturing and related sectors. It is expected to attract investment 
in infrastructure, industrial facilities and service industries, boosting 
local economies.

• Increased trade flows: By offering an alternative route for transoceanic 
shipping, the corridor will enhance Mexico’s trade capacity and attract new 
business. It will facilitate the movement of goods between key global markets, 
including North America, Asia and Europe, increasing trade volumes, and 
fostering economic integration.

• Strategic positioning: Mexico will strengthen its role as a critical logistics 
hub, fostering deeper integration with North American, Asian and European 
markets. The CIIT will enhance Mexico’s competitiveness as a preferred 
location for manufacturing, distribution and logistics activities.

Comparison with the Panama Canal
While the Panama Canal remains a critical artery for global trade, the CIIT offers 
several comparative advantages:

• Capacity: The corridor is designed to handle larger volumes of cargo, 
particularly benefiting industries with high logistics demands. The ports 
of Coatzacoalcos and Salina Cruz will be equipped to accommodate larger 
vessels, increasing throughput capacity and reducing congestion.

The primary objectives of the CIIT are to:

• Reduce congestion and reliance on the Panama Canal.

• Shorten transit times and reduce shipping costs.

• Boost regional economic development.

• Enhance Mexico’s strategic position in global trade.

Infrastructure and investment
The CIIT’s success hinges on significant infrastructure investments. Key 
components of the project include:

• Modernizing ports: Upgrading the ports of Coatzacoalcos and Salina Cruz 
to handle increased cargo volumes, including expanding docking facilities, 
storage capacities and implementing advanced cargo handling technologies.

• Railway network upgrades: Enhancing the existing railway network to support 
high-capacity freight trains, reducing transit times and improving reliability. 
This includes upgrading tracks, signaling systems and rolling stock.

• Construction of logistics hubs and industrial parks: Developing 
strategic logistics hubs and industrial parks along the corridor to support 
manufacturing, warehousing and distribution activities. These hubs 
will provide integrated services, such as customs processing, inventory 
management and value-added services.

• Development of road infrastructure: Building and improving roads to ensure 
seamless connectivity between the ports, railway networks and logistics 
hubs. This includes constructing new highways, expanding existing roads, and 
enhancing connectivity to regional and national transportation networks.

The Mexican government has earmarked approximately $4.5 billion for these 
developments, with funding sourced from both public and private sectors. 
International investors are also showing a keen interest in the project, 
recognizing the corridor’s potential to streamline global supply chains.3

3 “Isthmus corridor project secures US $4.5B in potential investment,” Mexico News Daily, 22 June 2023. Find it here.

https://mexiconewsdaily.com/business/interoceanic-corridor-project-secures-us-4-5b-investment/
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Timeline and implementation 

The CIIT is set to be operational by 2027.4

2024

Completion of 
initial port and 
railway upgrades. 
This phase will 
focus on enhancing 
the capacity and 
efficiency of the ports 
of Coatzacoalcos and 
Salina Cruz, as well as 
upgrading the railway 
network to support 
increased freight 
volumes.

2025

Development of 
logistics hubs and 
industrial parks.  
This phase will 
involve constructing 
and equipping 
logistics hubs and 
industrial parks 
along the corridor, 
providing integrated 
services and 
facilities to support 
manufacturing, 
warehousing, 
and distribution 
activities.

2026

Finalization of 
road infrastructure 
improvements. This 
phase will focus 
on building and 
improving roads to 
ensure seamless 
connectivity 
between the ports, 
railway networks, 
and logistics hubs. 
It will include 
constructing new 
highways, expanding 
existing roads, 
and enhancing 
connectivity to 
regional and national 
transportation 
networks.

2027

Full operational 
capacity and 
commencement 
of regular 
transoceanic 
shipments. By this 
phase, the CIIT will 
be fully operational, 
facilitating the 
efficient movement 
of goods between 
the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, and 
enabling regular 
transoceanic 
shipments.

4 PROGRAMA MAESTRO DE DESARROLLO PORTUARIO DEL PUERTO DE SALINA CRUZ 2022–2027,” Salina Cruz Port website, 
Find it here.

• Flexibility: Unlike the Panama Canal, which faces limitations due to vessel 
size and congestion, the CIIT will provide a more flexible and scalable solution 
for shippers. The corridor will accommodate a wide range of cargo types and 
vessel sizes, offering greater operational flexibility.

• Economic impact: The regional development spurred by the corridor’s 
construction will have broader economic benefits for Mexico, beyond just 
transit fees. The infrastructure investments, job creation and increased trade 
flows will stimulate economic growth, enhance productivity and improve living 
standards in the region.

Environmental and social considerations
In addition to the economic and logistical benefits, the CIIT also aims to address 
environmental and social concerns. The project includes measures to minimize 
environmental impact, such as:

• Implementing green logistics practices: Adopting sustainable logistics 
practices, including optimizing transportation routes, reducing emissions and 
promoting the use of eco-friendly technologies. This will contribute to reducing 
the carbon footprint of the corridor and reducing environmental impact.

• Promoting the use of renewable energy: Integrating renewable energy 
sources into infrastructure development, such as solar and wind power. This 
will reduce reliance on fossil fuels, enhance energy efficiency and support 
Mexico’s transition to a low-carbon economy.

• Ensuring sustainable land use and conservation efforts: Implementing 
land use planning strategies that prioritize sustainable development 
and conservation of natural resources. This includes protecting 
biodiversity, preserving ecosystems and promoting responsible land 
management practices.

Socially, CIIT is expected to bring substantial improvements to local communities. 
The development of infrastructure will lead to better access to education, health 
care and employment opportunities. 

The project also includes initiatives to support local businesses and promote 
cultural heritage tourism, fostering inclusive and sustainable development.

https://www.puertosalinacruz.com.mx/upl/sec/PMDP.2.pdf
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• Income tax discount: A 100% income tax discount will be offered during the 
first three years of operation, providing significant tax relief to companies. 
For the following three years, a 50% discount will apply, which can increase 
to 90% if employment targets are exceeded, incentivizing job creation and 
economic growth.

Additional support programs
• IMMEX program: This program promotes exports by allowing companies 

to import goods temporarily for industrial processes aimed at producing 
export goods. It defers the payment of general import taxes, VAT and, where 
applicable, countervailing duties, reducing the financial burden on businesses 
and encouraging export-oriented activities.

• Sectoral promotion programs: These programs allow certain manufacturers to 
import goods at preferential tariffs for producing specific products, regardless 
of whether they are destined for export or the domestic market. This supports 
the development of key industries and enhances their competitiveness in the 
global market.

Comparative analysis with other global trade corridors
To understand the significance of the CIIT, it is helpful to compare it with other 
major global trade corridors:

• Suez Canal: The CIIT offers a shorter route for goods moving between the 
eastern and western coasts of the Americas, whereas the Suez Canal primarily 
serves Europe and Asia. This makes the CIIT more efficient for trade flows 
within the Americas, reducing transit times and shipping costs.

• Northern Sea Route: While the Northern Sea Route offers a shorter 
route between Europe and Asia, it is limited by seasonal accessibility and 
environmental concerns. The CIIT provides a reliable year-round option for 
transoceanic shipping, offering greater operational flexibility and reducing the 
risk of disruptions.

• Silk Road Economic Belt: The CIIT complements the Silk Road by providing an 
additional route for goods moving between Asia and the Americas, enhancing 
global connectivity. It strengthens the global supply chain by offering an 
alternative and efficient pathway for trade flows, diversifying logistics options 
and improving resilience.

Tax incentives and government support
The Mexican government has announced several fiscal incentives to 
attract companies to the development hubs along the Tehuantepec 
Interoceanic Corridor:5

• Accelerated depreciation: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP) 
will grant accelerated depreciation during the first six years of operation, 
allowing companies to recover their investments more quickly and reduce 
tax liabilities.

• Value-added tax exemption: During the first four years, a VAT exemption 
will apply to transactions both within and between the development hubs. 
Additionally, companies can recover VAT paid on purchases made outside 
these hubs, enhancing cash flow and reducing operating costs.

5 “Comunicado No. 40 Gobierno de México lanza nuevos estímulos fiscales para empresas que invierten en Polos de Desarrollo 
del Istmo,” Mexican Government website. Find it here.

https://www.gob.mx/shcp/prensa/comunicado-no-40-gobierno-de-mexico-lanza-nuevos-estimulos-fiscales-para-empresas-que-invierten-en-polos-de-desarrollo-del-istmo?idiom=es
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Estimated logistical times 
The Mexican government has provided estimated logistical times for various 
routes from the two ports:

These estimated logistical times highlight the efficiency and strategic advantages 
of the CIIT, making it a compelling alternative to existing trade routes.
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Moreover, the CIIT is expected to generate substantial economic benefits for 
the region, including job creation, infrastructure development, and increased 
investment in manufacturing and logistics sectors. The project’s emphasis on 
sustainability and social development will help to ensure that the economic 
gains are inclusive and environmentally responsible. The CIIT is not just an 
infrastructure project; it is a vision for a more interconnected and prosperous 
global economy. 

Additional notes
The success of the CIIT will depend on several critical factors, including effective 
governance, robust stakeholder engagement, and continuous monitoring and 
evaluation. The Mexican government must work closely with international 
partners, private sector stakeholders and local communities to ensure that the 
project is implemented efficiently and sustainably.

Furthermore, ongoing investments in technology and innovation will be essential 
to maintain the competitiveness of the corridor. Adopting advanced logistics 
technologies, such as automated cargo handling, real-time tracking systems and 
data analytics, will enhance operational efficiency and provide a competitive 
edge in the global logistics market.

Finally, the CIIT must remain adaptable to changing global trade dynamics. 
Flexibility in infrastructure planning and the ability to respond to emerging 
market trends will be crucial for the long-term success of the corridor. By 
embracing innovation and fostering collaboration, the CIIT can become a model 
for future transoceanic trade routes and logistics hubs worldwide.

Conclusion
The CIIT represents a bold step forward in Mexico’s quest to become a global 
logistics powerhouse. By providing an efficient, cost-effective alternative to 
the Panama Canal, the CIIT will enhance global trade flows, drive regional 
economic development and strengthen Mexico’s position as a key player in 
international commerce.

The CIIT aims to facilitate faster and more economical transportation of goods 
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, significantly reducing transit times 
and shipping costs. This should attract global businesses looking for efficient 
logistics solutions and foster increased trade flows between North America, Asia 
and Europe. For additional information, please contact:

Roberto Chapa  |  + 52 81 8152 1853  |  roberto.chapa@mx.ey.com
Karla I Cardenas Avila  |  + 52 66 4681 7844  |  karla.cardenas@mx.ey.com

mailto:roberto.chapa%40mx.ey.com?subject=
mailto:karla.cardenas%40mx.ey.com?subject=
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It is standard practice for United States (US) Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) to request a statute of limitations (SOL) waiver from importers during an 
audit. A CBP audit can span years, and the waiver essentially extends the time 
frame for CBP to assess potential penalties or take other enforcement action 
on a broad scope of reported data (e.g., classification, valuation, origin). Such 
waivers have also become common practice for reviews of prior disclosures.1 

While this type of request is routine, it is essential for companies to understand 
what latitude they have in signing, or not signing, and their ability to edit or 
reduce the scope of the SOL waiver. 

Legal landscape
Customs duties can be recovered under the primary customs penalty statute 19 
US Code (USC) 1592(d).2 19 USC is bound by the SOL period in 19 USC 1621.3 
Section 1621 is not a limit on jurisdiction but instead creates an affirmative 
defense, which may be raised.4

Section 1621 applies a five-year limitations period that runs from discovery, in 
the case of fraud, or from the alleged violation, in the case of negligence or gross 
negligence. For negligence and gross negligence cases, the alleged violation is 
generally viewed as the date of the false customs entry. Thus, the SOL is five 
years, unless there is an indication of fraud, or unless CBP elects to pursue 
matters as liquidated damages for a customs bond violation, which uses a six-
year limitations period5 but would be limited to the bond amount and liquidated 
damage claim administrative procedures. However, it should be noted that the 
SOL can be waived and may also be subject to tolling or estoppel. 

US: Navigating CBP’s statute 
of limitations waivers

1 A prior disclosure refers to the voluntary act of notifying CBP of a violation of the customs laws before the commencement of  
a formal investigation or before the discovery of the violation by CBP. This process is outlined in the CBP regulations under  
19 CFR § 162.74. Find it here.

2 19 USC § 1592. Penalties for fraud, gross negligence, and negligence. Find it here.

3 19 USC §1621. Limitation of actions. Find it here.

4 See United States v. Hitachi Am., Ltd., 172 F.3d 1319, 1334 (Fed. Cir. 1999) (reversing a decision by the Court of International 
Trade and holding that the SOL under § 1621 could be waived because it was not jurisdictional). 

5 See U.S. v. Commodities Export Co., 755 F.Supp. 418 (C.I.T. 1991).

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-19/chapter-I/part-162/subpart-G/section-162.74
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:19%20section:1592%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title19-section1592)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:19%20section:1621%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title19-section1621)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
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• Seek legal counsel: Before making a decision, it is advisable to consult with 
legal specialists experienced in customs and trade law. They can provide 
guidance on the potential implications and help devise a strategy that aligns 
with the company’s best interests.

• Prepare for the audit: Whether signing the waiver or not, companies should 
prepare thoroughly for the audit by reviewing their documentation, ensuring 
compliance with customs regulations and readiness to address any potential 
issues that CBP may raise.

In conclusion, the request for an SOL waiver during a CBP audit or prior 
disclosure review is a routine but significant matter. Companies must carefully 
consider their options and the potential consequences of their decision. By 
understanding the legal background and assessing their compliance posture, 
businesses can navigate this complex issue and make informed decisions that 
protect their interests. 

Should a business sign a SOL waiver?
Signing a SOL waiver is a decision that should not be taken lightly. While there 
is no legal obligation to sign, companies often do so to maintain a cooperative 
relationship with CBP auditors. The underlying concern is that refusing to sign 
may have a negative impact on the CBP audit or review process.

However, signing a SOL waiver can also extend the period in which CBP can 
assess penalties and recover duties, potentially exposing the company to 
prolonged scrutiny and uncertainty. It is a strategic decision that must weigh the 
benefits of increasing goodwill against the risks of protracted liability.

Key considerations influencing the decision to sign include:

• Strength of a case: If a business is confident it has not violated any 
regulations, it might be hesitant to grant more time for potential penalties.

• Complexity of the review: If the audit or review is intricate, a waiver can 
provide breathing room for both sides to gather information and reach 
a resolution.

• Negotiation leverage: A business may be able to negotiate terms. For 
instance, a shorter waiver extension could be agreed to, or the scope of what 
is covered may be limited. 

What options do companies have?
Companies faced with a request to sign a SOL waiver have several options:

• Sign the waiver: This could be seen as a gesture of good faith, potentially 
fostering a more amicable audit process. However, it extends the period for 
CBP to bring forth any claims.

• Refuse to sign: By not signing, a company asserts its legal rights but risks 
a more rigorous audit. This option should be considered if the company is 
confident in its compliance status and record-keeping.

• Negotiate terms: It may be possible to negotiate the terms of the waiver, 
such as limiting the scope or duration of the extended period.

For additional information, please contact:

Lynlee Brown  |  + 1 858 535 7357  |  lynlee.brown@ey.com
Parag Agarwal  |  + 1 212 773 6785  |  parag.agarwal@ey.com

mailto:lynlee.brown%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:parag.agarwal%40ey.com?subject=


Tax alerts

13  |  TradeWatch Issue 2 2024

Tax alerts



AmericasTax alerts

14  |  TradeWatch Issue 2 2024

Americas
Canada
• Canada Border Services Agency updates trade 

compliance verification list 
(18 July 2024)

• 2024 Federal Budget Implementation Bill No. 1 
receives Royal Assent 
(24 June 2024)

• Enacts income and indirect tax measures under Bill 
C-59 budget bill 
(24 June 2024)

• Northwest Territories budget 2024–25 
(30 May 2024)

• Canada delays implementation of CBSA Assessment 
and Revenue Management (CARM) project Release 2 
to October 2024  
(02 May 2024)

Colombia
• Government Decree updates customs regulations 

(31 May 2024)

Global
• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 

Trade Strategy team (July 2024) 
(26 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 
Trade Strategy team (June 2024) 
(18 July 2024)

• EY Global Tax Controversy Flash Newsletter  
(Issue 71) — How trade technologies can help  
reduce controversy risk 
(15 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 
Trade Strategy team (May 2024)  
(06 June 2024)

Argentina
• Argentina implements the Regularization Regime 

for Tax, Customs and Social Security Obligations 
(24 July 2024)

• Argentine tax authorities extend suspension  
of VAT and Income Tax exclusion certificates 
on imports 
(10 July 2024)

• Argentina enacts Bases Law and Tax Package 
(08 July 2024)

• Argentine Congress approves bills that include 
major tax measures 
(28 June 2024)

Brazil
• Brazil tax authorities rule on treatment of 

payments for right to commercialize or 
distribute software 
(11 July 2024)

Peru
• Peruvian Congress approves law granting 

President powers to enact various tax measures 
(12 July 2024)

United States
• US imposes adjustments to steel and aluminum 

imports from Mexico 
(15 July 2024)

• USTR to extend most 429 Section 301 tariff 
exclusions through 14 June 2024 — and some 
through 31 May 2025  
(29 May 2024)

• USTR publishes further guidance on impacted  
China-origin products subject to additional  
Section 301 tariffs  
(23 May 2024)

• US Biden Administration and USTR announced 
additional tariffs upon completion of China  
Section 301 review  
(15 May 2024)
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Australia
• Australia delivers 2024–25 Federal Budget 

(16 May 2024)

Global
• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 

Trade Strategy team (July 2024) 
(26 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 
Trade Strategy team (June 2024) 
(18 July 2024)

• EY Global Tax Controversy Flash Newsletter  
(Issue 71) — How trade technologies can help  
reduce controversy risk 
(15 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights from EY’s 
Trade Strategy team (May 2024)  
(06 June 2024)

Thailand
• Thailand makes key interim changes for collection 

of VAT/excise tax on Low-Value Goods imports 
(23 July 2024)
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France
• Releases specifications for 

e-invoicing reform 
(20 June 2024)

Germany
• Publishes e-invoicing draft administrative 

guideline, accepting feedback until 
11 July  
(18 June 2024)

Global
• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights 

from EY’s Trade Strategy team 
(July 2024) 
(26 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights 
from EY’s Trade Strategy team 
(June 2024) 
(18 July 2024)

• EY Global Tax Controversy Flash 
Newsletter (Issue 71) — How trade 
technologies can help reduce 
controversy risk 
(15 July 2024)

• Trade Talking Points — Latest insights 
from EY’s Trade Strategy team 
(May 2024)  
(06 June 2024)

Ethiopia
• Ethiopia issues Directive regulating 

foreign investors’ participation in 
restricted export, import, wholesale 
and retail trade 
(02 May 2024)

European Union
• EU — New round of Tariff Suspension 

Quota Scheme; application window open 
until 31 July 2024 
(18 July 2024)

• Still no agreement at EU on VAT in the 
digital age (ViDA) proposal 
(21 June 2024)

• EU has not yet reached agreement on 
VAT in the digital age (ViDA) proposal  
(14 May 2024)

Finland
• Finland’s VAT increase could make VAT 

rate the second highest in the EU  
(08 May 2024)

Kenya
• Kenya proposes tax changes under the  

Finance Bill, 2024  
(21 May 2024)

• Kenya High Court rules tax laws don’t  
explicitly impose additional customs 
duties on oil ‘product gains’  
(16 May 2024)

Pakistan
• 2024 Finance Bill proposes indirect, 

individual, corporate tax changes 
(17 June 2024)

• Pakistan implements amendments to 
tax  appeals system  
(07 May 2024)

Saudi Arabia
• Saudi Arabia issues resolution amending 

customs duties on certain goods 
(25 July 2024)

• Saudi Arabia announces 13th wave of 
Phase 2 e-invoicing integration 
(08 July 2024)

• Saudi Arabia tax bulletin clarifies 
requirements and procedures for excise 
tax refund  
(30 May 2024)

• Saudi Arabia joins the international ATA 
Carnet guarantee system  
(20 May 2024)

Slovakia
• Slovakia proposes new tax on sweetened  

soft drinks  
(02 May 2024)

Turkiye
• Turkiye imposes fees on vessels for 

greenhouse gases 
(17 July 2024)

• Turkiye introduces three new types of 
retrospective import inspections  
(03 June 2024)

• Turkiye’s Ministry of Trade announces all 
trade with Israel has been halted  
(03 May 2024)

United Arab Emirates
• Dubai Customs publishes policy on 

voluntary disclosures 
(24 July 2024)

• UAE is boosting trade through 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreements  
(21 May 2024)

United Kingdom
• UK General Election 2024 results in first 

Labour Government in 14 years 
(09 July 2024)

Europe, Middle East,  
India and AfricaTax alerts
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Global trade on ey.com
While indirect tax is a part of everyday 
life in most countries, the rise of new 
technologies and expanding global trade 
adds additional layers of complexity.  
Learn what EY can do for you, connect 
with us or read our latest thinking.

Global Tax News Update
With the global EY organization’s Tax 
News Update: Global Edition (GTNU) 
subscription service, you’ll enjoy access 
to the same updates that are distributed 
each day within the EY Tax practice. 
Choose the topical updates you want to 
receive across all areas of tax (corporate, 
indirect, and personal), the jurisdictions 
you are interested in, and on a schedule 
that’s right for you.

Worldwide VAT, GST and  
Sales Tax Guide 2024
Outlining value-added tax (VAT) systems 
in 150 jurisdictions, the 2024 edition of 
our annual reference book, Worldwide 
VAT, GST and Sales Tax Guide, is now 
available in an interactive map format (as 
well as to download as a pdf).

EY Green Tax Tracker
Keep pace with sustainability incentives, 
carbon regimes and environmental taxes.

TradeFlash

Our TradeFlash newsletter provides a 
roundup of the latest developments in 
global trade around the world.

Find out more Find out more

Find out more

Find out more

Find out more

Additional 
resources
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Additional resources
Subscribe to receive future  
editions of TradeWatch

Click here

https://www.ey.com/en_gl/insights/global-trade
https://globaltaxnews.ey.com/Register/Register.aspx
https://globaltaxnews.ey.com/Register/Register.aspx
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/global-trade
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/tax-guides/worldwide-vat-gst-and-sales-tax-guide
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/tax-guides/keeping-pace-with-sustainability-incentives-carbon-regimes-and-environmental-taxes
https://taxnews.ey.com/news/2024-1211-tradeflash-june-2024
https://globaltaxnews.ey.com/Register/Register.aspx
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Contacts

Global Trade contacts

Global Trade knowledge team

Jeroen Scholten 
EY Global Trade 
Practice Leader

Richard Albert 
Ernst & Young 
GmbH, Germany 
Global Trade 
Partner

Lynlee Brown 
EY LLP US, 
Global Trade 
Partner

Ian Craig 
Ernst & Young 
Assessoria 
Empresarial Ltda, 
Brazil Global Trade 
Partner

Sharon Martin 
EY LLP US,  
Global Trade 
Partner

George Riddell  
Ernst & Young 
LLP UK, 
Director of Trade 
Policy & Strategy

Rocio Mejia 
EYS Equipo Y 
Soluciones, S.C. 
Mexico, 
Global Trade 
Leader

Martijn Schippers 
Ernst & Young 
Belastingadviseurs 
LLP, Netherlands, 
Indirect Taxation 
and Global 
Trade

Paul Smith 
EY Oceania,  
Global Trade 
Leader

Sergio Fontenelle 
EY LLP US,  
Global Trade 
Leader

Sally Jones 
Ernst & Young 
LLP UK, 
Trade Strategy and 
Brexit Leader

Michael 
Leightman 
EY LLP US, 
Global Trade 
Partner

Shenshen Lin 
Ernst & Young  
LLP UK,  
Global Trade 
Partner

Carolina Palma 
Ernst & Young 
S.A. Costa Rica, 
Global Trade 
Leader

Waine Peron  
EY Latin America, 
Global Trade 
Leader

Yoichi Ohira 
Ernst & Young 
Tax Co Japan, 
Indirect Tax 
Leader
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Global and Trade 
knowledge team contacts

Europe, Middle East, 
India and Africa contacts

Global Trade contacts by jurisdiction

Americas Asia-Pacific

Argentina
Sergio Stepanenko  
+ 54 11 4318 1648
Brazil
Ian Craig  
+ 55 21 32637362
Fernando Fagiani  
+ 55 11 2573 6913
Cesar Finotti  
+ 55 11 2573 6465
Gabriel Martins  
+ 55 21 3263 7201
Waine Peron  
+ 55 11 2573 3559
Canada
Kristian Kot  
+ 1 2502 948384
Sylvain Golsse  
+ 1 4169 325165
The Caribbean
Rose Boevé  
+ 599 0 430 5076

Colombia
Gustavo Lorenzo  
+ 57 14847225
Costa Rica
Carolina Palma  
+ 506 2459 9727
Mexico
Karla Cardenas  
+ 52 664 681 7844
Roberto Chapa  
+52 81 8152 1853
Rocio Mejia  
+ 52 555 283 8672
Jorge Nacif  
+ 52 551 101 7327
Peru
Giancarlo Riva  
+ 51 1411 4448

United States
Jay Bezek  
+ 1 704 331 1975
Lynlee Brown  
+ 1 858 535 7357
Sergio Fontenelle  
+ 1 212 466 9780
Nathan Gollaher  
+ 1 312 879 2055
Michael Heldebrand  
+ 1 408 947 6820
Michael Leightman  
+ 1 713 750 1335
Sharon Martin  
+ 1 312 879 4837
Bryan Schillinger  
+ 1 713 750 5209
Prentice Wells  
+ 1 408 947 5438
Shane Williams  
+ 1 713 751 5715

Australia
Luke Branson  
+ 61 3 9288 8369

Kylie Norman  
+ 61 2 9248 4765
China Mainland
Lynette Dong  
+ 86 21 2228 4107

Yao Lu  
+ 86 139 1015 1448

Bryan Tang  
+ 86 21 2228 2294

Hong Li Wang  
+ 86 10 5815 2307

Dong Xu  
+ 86 21 2228 3655

Tina GY Zhang  
+ 86 10 5815 2197
Hong Kong
Shubhendu Misra  
+ 852 9664 0842
Japan
Yumi Haraoka  
+ 81 3 3506 2110

Yoichi Ohira  
+ 81 3 3506 2110

Korea (South)
Dongo Park  
+ 82 23 787 4337
Malaysia
Jalbir Singh Riar  
+ 60 3749 58329
New Zealand
Paul Smith  
+ 64 9 348 8409
Phillipines
Lucil Vicerra  
+ 63 288 948 115
Singapore
Donald Thomson  
+ 65 6309 8636
Taiwan
Michiel Friedhoff  
+ 886 2 2757 8888

Vivian Wu  
+ 886 2 2728 8833
Thailand
William Chea  
+ 662 264 9090
Vietnam
Anh Tuan Thach  
+ 84 28 3629 7366

mailto:sergio.stepanenko%40ar.ey.com?subject=
mailto:fernando.fagiani%40br.ey.com?subject=
mailto:cesar.finotti%40br.ey.com?subject=
mailto:waine.peron%40br.ey.com?subject=
mailto:kristian.kot%40ca.ey.com?subject=
mailto:sylvain.golsse%40ca.ey.com?subject=
mailto:rose.boeve%40an.ey.com?subject=
mailto:gustavo.lorenzo%40co.ey.com?subject=
mailto:karla.cardenas%40mx.ey.com?subject=
mailto:roberto.chapa%40mx.ey.com?subject=
mailto:jorge.nacif%40mx.ey.com?subject=
mailto:giancarlo.riva%40pe.ey.com?subject=
mailto:jay.bezek%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:sergio.fontenelle%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:nathan.gollaher%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:michael.heldebrand%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:sharon.martin1%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:bryan.schillinger%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:prentice.wells%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:Luke.Branson%40au.ey.com?subject=
mailto:kylie.norman%40au.ey.com?subject=
mailto:lynette.dong%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:yao.lu%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:bryan.tang%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:hongli.wang%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:hai.dong%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:tina-gy.zhang%40cn.ey.com?subject=
mailto:shubhendu.misra%40hk.ey.com?subject=
mailto:yumi.haraoka%40jp.ey.com?subject=
mailto:dongo.park%40kr.ey.com?subject=
mailto:jalbir.singh.riar%40ey.com?subject=
mailto:lucil.q.vicerra%40ph.ey.com?subject=
mailto:donald.thomson%40sg.ey.com?subject=
mailto:Michiel%20Friedhoff%20?subject=
mailto:vivian.wu%40tw.ey.com?subject=
mailto:william.chea%40th.ey.com?subject=
mailto:anh.tuan.thach%40vn.ey.com?subject=


Contacts

20  |  TradeWatch Issue 2 2024
Americas and 
Asia-Pacific contacts

Global and Trade 
knowledge team contacts

Global Trade contacts by jurisdiction continued

Albania, Bulgaria, Kosovo  
and North Macedonia 

Milen Raikov  
+ 359 2 8177 155
Austria
Theresa Arlt  
+ 43 1 211 70 1102
Belgium
Antoine De Donder  
+ 32 2 749 36 90

Erwin De Vos  
+ 32 2 774 93 75

Jef d’Hollander  
+ 32 4 851 58 852

Christina Horckmans  
+ 32 2 774 93 22

Philippe Lesage  
+ 32 2 774 92 69

Kristof Verbist  
+ 32 2 774 90 86

Keshia Wagner  
+ 33 6 61 08 49 83

India
Ruchi Bhat  
+ 91 98 6044 1874

Preetham Chennaveerappa 
Narasim  
+ 91 98 8012 0381

Dhruv Gupta  
+ 91 98 1080 7942

Sourabh Jain  
+ 91 98 1800 9094

Krishna Kanth Kotagiri  
+ 91 99 6388 4466

Suresh Nair  
+ 91 22 6192 2004

Agneshwar Sen  
+ 91 98 11167838
Ireland
Ciarán Behan  
+ 353 1 2211445

Colin Doolin  
+ 353 1 2212949
Italy
Alessandra Di Salvo  
+ 39 335 7361484
Kenya/rest of Africa
Hadijah Nannyomo  
+ 254 20 2886000

Middle East and North Africa
Ramy Rass  
+ 971 4 7010900
Netherlands
Caspar Jansen  
+ 31 88 407 1441

Bastiaan Kats  
+ 31 88 40 73806

Martijn Schippers  
+ 31 88 407 9160

Jeroen Scholten  
+ 31 88 407 1009
Norway
Øystein Arff Gulseth  
+ 47 982 06 387

Narve Løvø  
+ 47 982 06 238
Poland
Slawomir Czajka  
+ 48 71 711 88 93
Spain
Pedro Gonzalez-Gaggero  
+ 34 954 665 246
South Africa/rest of Africa
Redge de Swardt  
+ 27 21 443 0637

Sweden
Zoran Dimoski  
+ 46 8 52059260
Switzerland
Ashish Sinha  
+ 41 58 286 5906
Turkiye
Sercan Bahadir  
+ 90 212 408 53 41

Yakup Gunes  
+ 90 212 408 58 38

Sedat Tasdemir  
+ 90 212 408 52 57
United Kingdom
Onelia Angelosanto  
+ 44 161 234 0508

Marc Bunch  
+ 44 20 7980 0298

Penelope Isbecque  
+ 44 113 298 2447

Sally Jones  
+ 44 20 7951 7728

Gerard Koevoets  
+ 44 20 7951 6496

Shenshen Lin  
+ 44 20 7951 2063

George Riddell  
+ 44 20 7951 9741

Europe, Middle East, India and Africa

Denmark
Anne-Mette Høiriis  
+ 45 51582559
France
Marguerite Trzaska  
+ 33 1 46 93 84 32
Germany
Rafik Ahmad  
+ 49 6196 996 22586

Richard J Albert  
+ 49 211 9352 17756

Robert Boehm  
+ 49 211 9352 10529

Nadin Nottekämper  
+ 49 211 9352 26138

Frank-Peter Ziegler  
+ 49 6196 996 14649
Greece
Nicoleta Merkouri  
+ 30 697 3773203
Hungary
Attila Fulop  
+ 36 30 559 1364

Aron Nagy  
+ 36 1 451 8636
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EY exists to build a better working world, helping to create 
long-term value for clients, people and society and build trust in 
the capital markets. 

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams in over 150 
countries provide trust through assurance and help clients grow, 
transform and operate. 

Working across assurance, consulting, law, strategy, tax and 
transactions, EY teams ask better questions to find new answers 
for the complex issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of the member firms of 
Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global 
Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. Information 
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under data protection legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY member firms do not 
practice law where prohibited by local laws. For more information about our organization, 
please visit ey.com.

TradeWatch is a regular newsletter prepared by EY Global Trade groups. For additional 
information, please contact your local Global Trade professional.

About EY Global Trade practices
EY teams bring you a global perspective on Global Trade. The Global Trade EY professionals 
can help you develop strategies to manage your costs, speed your supply chain and reduce 
the risks of global trade. They can help to increase trade compliance, improve import and 
export operations, reduce customs and excise duties and enhance supply chain security. 
They help you to address the challenges of doing business in today’s global environment to 
help your business achieve its potential. It’s how EY teams makes a difference.

The views of third parties set out in this publication are not necessarily the views of the global 
EY organization or its member firms. Moreover, they should be seen in the context of the time 
they were made.
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